1704                       WAR   MEMOIRS

first American Division occupied a trench in a quiet
sector of the line. Twelve months after the American
entry into the War there was only that one divisional
unit confronting the enemy. Within a year of
Britain's declaration of war she had sent 900,000 men
into action and her casualties numbered 170,000.
Had it not been for the disaster of March, 1918, there
is no one who can tell what President Wilson's notion
was as to the time when his huge army should start
fighting. He certainly could not have intended it to
take any part in the actual struggle of 1918, for he
had not provided it with the necessary weapons for
that purpose. When his troops were compelled to
fight owing to the critical situation created by the
defection of Russia and the exhaustion of France,

they did so with borrowed guns, for they
Borrowed had few of their own up to the end of the
guns             War. Aeroplanes and other essential

equipment had also to be lent them. This
is all the more inexplicable, having regard to the fact
that the Allies had already organised a great deal of
the industrial resources of America for the production
of war material. Abraham Lincoln was a lover of
peace. He was one of the most humane rulers that
ever presided over the destiny of any nation. It must
have wrung his kindly heart to shoot down honest
men, especially amongst his own countrymen, in any
quarrel. But having been forced into warj he con-
centrated all his energy and genius on the measures
that could alone ensure victory for the sacred cause
he had undertaken to champion. But Wilson was not
a Lincoln.

The shipping matter referred to in Lord North-
cliflfe's letter was the decision of the American Govern-
ment to commandeer a number of ships then building